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Rules on handling correction invoices: 

Provisions applicable as of 1 January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, there have been changes to the rules and obligations regarding correction invoices which are 

stipulated in the Goods and Services Tax Law of 11 March 2004 (hereinafter „the Polish VAT Law”). 

They took effect as of 1 January 2021. 

 

In this bulletin, you will find a summary of the recent changes. 

 

General information on correction invoices issued under Polish law  

 

An invoice issued under the Polish VAT law and put into circulation (i.e. sent to a customer) must not 

be changed or replaced by another one. If some data provided on the invoice need to be adjusted (the 

VAT rate or the VAT amount, for instance), a separate document should be issued, the so-called 

correction invoice. In Poland, you are not allowed to issue credit notes or other documents decreasing 

the taxable amount and thus the output VAT. In general, a correction invoice decreasing the taxable 

amount to zero can be issued only if the transaction it covers has not taken place after all. 

 

A. How to handle correction invoices decreasing the VAT amount shown on the invoice 

 

The new rules on handling correction invoices decreasing the VAT amount apply to the following 

situations:  

- giving price discounts and reductions after sale has been made, 

- returning goods and packaging (with some exceptions), 

- refunding the whole or partial payment received before sale to a customer if said sale has not 

been made, 

- discovering a mistake in the VAT amount shown on the invoice (showing a VAT amount which 

is higher than the actual VAT amount due). 

 

Rules on handling correction invoices decreasing the VAT amount applicable until 31 December 

2020 

 

A seller was able to adjust the output VAT amount in his VAT statement for the month in which the 

customer received the correction invoice provided that the seller received confirmation of its receipt from 

the customer before filing the VAT statement for that month. The customer was obliged to adjust the 

input VAT accordingly in the month in which he received the correction invoice. 
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Handling correction invoices decreasing the VAT amount as of 1 January 2021 

 

a) Adjusting the output VAT amount by the seller 

 

The output VAT is adjusted in the VAT statement for the month in which the correction invoice 

decreasing the VAT amount was issued provided that it follows from documents held by the taxable 

person (the seller) that new transaction terms and conditions resulting in the taxable amount being 

decreased had been agreed upon with the customer and met before the end of that month. The 

correction invoice must be in line with the documents held. If the taxable person (the seller) does not 

hold the relevant documents in the month in which the correction invoice was issued, he must not 

decrease the output VAT amount. He can do so only in the VAT statement for the month in which he 

receives such documents. 

 

According to the explanatory memorandum to the draft of the law amending the Polish VAT law, the 

documents referred to above may include but are not limited to: 

- amendments to contracts, 

- business mail, 

- proof of payment, 

- compensation agreements, 

- other documents confirming that both parties agree upon changing the transaction terms and 

conditions. 

 

b) Adjusting the input VAT amount by the customer 

 

As per the new rules, the input VAT should be decreased in the VAT statement for the month in which 

the new transaction terms and conditions were agreed upon by the parties provided that they were met 

before the end of that month. If these new transaction terms and conditions are met later, the customer 

is obliged to decrease the input VAT amount in their VAT statement for the month in which they are met. 

 

In the explanatory memorandum to the draft of the law amending the Polish VAT law, it is assumed that 

a correction invoice should be held by a customer when the new transaction terms and conditions are 

agreed upon. However, as per the wording of the new provisions, a customer is obliged to decrease the 

input VAT amount irrespective of whether or not he has received a correction invoice. 

 

 

 

 

Attention! 

If you agree upon new transaction terms and conditions with your business partner which indicate 

that the input VAT amount will need to be decreased, please let us know immediately and provide 

the number of the initial incoming invoice. 

Attention! 

If you issue an invoice decreasing the VAT amount, please fill out the form in Appendix No. 1 and 

send it to us. 
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B. Rules on handling correction invoices increasing the VAT amount 

 

A correction invoice increasing the VAT amount is issued in the following situations, for example: 

- an increase in the price, 

- a mistake on the initial invoice. 

 

Rules on handling correction invoices increasing the VAT amount applicable until 31 December 

2020 

 

This matter was not regulated in the provisions of the Polish VAT law. 

 

Rules on handling correction invoices increasing the VAT amount applicable as of 1 January 

2021 

 

a) Adjusting the output VAT amount by the seller 

 

As per the new rules: If the taxable amount was increased, it should be adjusted in the VAT statement 

for the reporting period in which the reason behind this increase arose. 

 

This provision means that depending on the reason behind the increase, the taxable amount should be 

adjusted in the VAT statement for the month: 

• in which the initial invoice was settled if the reason behind the adjustment already existed when 

the initial tax point occurred (if there was a mistake on the initial invoice, for instance, according 

to the explanatory memorandum to the draft of the law amending the Polish VAT law), 

• in which the reason behind the adjustment arose if it did so after the month in which the initial 

tax point occurred. 

 

b) Adjusting the input VAT amount by the customer 

 

No new provisions were added to the Polish VAT law in this regard. 

 

Interim provisions 

 

The provisions of the Polish VAT law applicable until 31 December 2020 apply to correction invoices 

issued before 1 January 2021. 

 

Until 31 December 2021, the provisions of the Polish VAT law applicable until 31 December 2020 may 

apply to correction invoices decreasing the VAT amount issued after 31 December 2020 provided that 

this has been agreed upon in writing by a seller and the customer no later than before the first correction 

invoice is issued in 2021. If there is no such agreement, the new rules apply. 

 

No sooner than 3 months after the end of the month in which the agreement referred to above was 

made, the parties may stop applying the rules applicable until 31 December 2020 and start applying the 

new rules provided that they make a new agreement in writing. 

 

*** 

This bulletin provides an interpretation of the provisions of the Polish VAT law which is based on our 

expertise and practice. It is for information purposes only and does not constitute legal advice on tax 

matters. 
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Appendix No. 1 
 
Information on issuing a correction invoice decreasing the VAT amount (as of 1 January 
2021) 

 
 
 

 Number and date of the initial invoice 
(please fill in) 

 
………………………… 

  

Number and date of the correction invoice  
(please fill in) 

 
………………………… 

  
Date of agreeing upon new transaction terms and conditions 

(please fill in) 
 

………………………… 
 

Type of document held by the seller  
(please put a tick / fill in) 

 

             ☐ an amendment to the contract  

             ☐ business mail 

             ☐ proof of payment 

             ☐ compensation agreement 

             ☐ other (please specify) …………………………. 

 
 

Please specify the date when these documents were received 
(please fill in: day-month-year) 

 
…………………………  

Please specify the date when the new transaction terms and conditions were met 
(please fill in) 

 
………………………… 

  

 
 

 

 


